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Welcome!

Letter from Superintendentd Dr. Burke

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to the Monroe County School District Parent Guide!

We hope that you find this resource useful in assisting you to learn
more about the school district. It was developed from the parents point
of view to make the information brief, accessible and provides links for
more in-depth study. Within this guide you will see a wide variety of
topics from grading to parent involvement. We hope that you will be an

active member of our school district and welcome your support!

Monroe County School District is focused on high standards and
raising expectations for every student. Our district is moving forward
with the International Baccalaureate (IB) program. When IB is fully
implemented, the Monroe County School District will be the first school

district in Florida to offer it across all grades and all schools!

Finally, there are important programmatic changes including Algebra 1

and Physical Science that parents and students need to be aware of.

For full details on courses and graduation requirements please visit

our web site below and select the Pupil Progression Plan. You can

also pick up a copy at your chil
Sincerely,

Dr, Joseph Burke
Monroe County School Distriet
Superintendent of Schools

SUTLDING BERIDCES
TO SUCCESS
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Your Rights as a Parent
There are times when you may need to be an advocate for your child at school. You

may need to speak up when you feel that your child’s needs are not being met. Getting
to know your child’s school and teacher(s) is the first step in being a good advocate.
According to the Florida Department of Education you have the right to:
e Examine your child’s school records and look at test results and teacher
comments. If you see things you don’t understand, ask the teacher or school
principal for an explanation.

e Be a part of developing an individual educational plan to meet your child’s
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needs if your child is in a special education program.

o Request parent-teacher conferences during the
school year. Write down your questions and
concerns before the meeting. Remember you are in
a position to share important information as well as
ask questions.

e Ask for a review of the decision if your child is

suspended from school.

Response to Intervention Team
If you have an issue with your child’s school. If the

teacher is unable to help you resolve the issue, seek assistance from others. The chain

of support is as follows:

Your Child’s Teacher or department
leader---.

RTI Team

Assistant Principal

School Principal---.

Chief Operations Officer -+

Superintendent:--

School Board:--..

Enrollment
For a child to be eligible for kindergarten

enroliment, he or she must be five years old on or

Parent s o



2010-2011 School Immunization Requirements
For School Entry and Attendance

All students entering Monroe County Schools must have current immunizations, unless

the student has a medical or religious exemption. Contact your physician or Monroe

Immunization Requirements

Vaccine/Graddg #of |PreK| K| 1| 2 | 3|4 (5|6 ]| 7 (8|9]10( 11| 12
Doses

DTP/DT/DTaP | 4/5* X | X[ X X[ X]| X[ X]|X]|X]|X|X]| X X

Polio(OPV/IPV)| 3/4 ** X | X[ X | X[ X]| X[ X]|X]|X]|X|X]| X X

MMR Shot #1 X | X | X[ X]| X| X[ X[ X]|X]|]X]|X]| X X

Measles/MMR | Shot #2 X | X | X[ X]| X| X[ X[ X]|X]|]X]|X]| X X

Tdap/Td 1 - Sl - - - - X XXX ] X X

Hepatitis B 2/3%* X X | X[ X | X] X]| X]| X X | X X

Varicella 2/ xwxx

*  Ifthe 4™ dose of DTP/DT/DTaP is given on or after the 4™ birthday, a 5 dose is not required.

**  |f the 3" dose of Polio (OPV/IPV) is given on or after the 4" birthday, a 4" dose is not required.

***  Three dose series required for all students entering or attending pre-k and kindergarten. An alterna-
tive two dose hepatitis B vaccine series for adolescent 11 through 15 years of age has been approved.

Children who receive the two dose series should be considered in compliance.
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**** Beginning with the 2008/2009 school year, children entering kindergarten will be required to receive
two doses of varicella vaccine. The one dose varicella requirement started in the 2001/2002 school
year. Varicella is not required if there is a history of documented disease.

Meningococcal Disease
Meningococcal disease is a serious illness caused by bacteria. It is a leading cause of bac-

terial meningitis in children 2-18 years of age in the United States. A dose of MCV4 is rec-
ommended for children and adolescents 11-18 years of age. For those who have never

received MCV4 a dose is recommended at high school entry.

Florida Certification of Immunization Form DH 680
Form DH 680, Florida Certification of Immunization,

sometimes referred to as the “blue card,” is the only |*Ifa child has not completed a

document that schools are permitted to accept as |Vvaccine series (Hepatitis B, DTP, or
Polio) which requires more than

proof of immunization. The child’s name, date of
. ., . hot iod of ths,

birth, parent/guardian’s name, all the vaccines and SIS SREEHErE SEC e, =
) ) Temporary Medical Exemption,
dates, and the appropriate section (s) on the reverse
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What My Child Should Be Learning in Elementary
School

The Florida Department of Education has created the Florida Next Generation
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) www.flstandards.org.  These standards

provide learning goals for students in every grade.

The following are some important skills from the

Elementary School



