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Philosophy:

Language Arts is the medium for students to explore, understand and appreciate the past, present, and future through literature and writing.  By reading various genres of literature; such as non-fiction, science fiction, and historical fiction; students will develop, relate to, and share each other’s point of view.  Their voices will not only be heard through discussions about literature, but through their writing as well.  The fundamental instructional goal is to provide meaningful and challenging learning opportunities that move the students toward becoming independent learners, active readers, creative and effective writers/speakers, and critical thinkers. Through encouragement, support, and entertainment, Language Arts will successfully educate and inspire our young writers and readers. 

Expectations:

Reading

I. Novel Study (1-2 novels per quarter)

a.  All students will understand and apply the knowledge of words in written English to become independent and fluent readers and will read a variety of materials and texts with fluency and comprehension.

b.   Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate fiction (including but not limited to science fiction, and historical fiction).
c.  Develop and apply skills and strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies, textbooks, newspapers, and technical manuals) 

II. Short Stories and Poetry

a.  All students will investigate and understand the different elements of literature
b.  To comprehend, analyze and evaluate poetry and drama from a variety of cultures and times. 

Writing

I. Compose a five paragraph Expository paper 
a. Writes to explain an event or idea using facts and examples

b. Follows a T3PC outline (Topic, 3 Paragraph, Conclusion).

II. Compose a three to five paragraph Narrative paper 
a. Tells a self created story

b. Follows the BME format.

III. Write an organized, multi paragraph composition in logical order with a central idea
a. Use correct punctuation, capitalization and spelling.

IV. Writing incorporates the five main writing traits
a.  ideas, organization, word choice, fluency and voice.

Materials:

Montessori lessons
Writing Program

Selected Novels
Pearson Ready Gen.
Grading:
· 100%-90% - A

· 89%-80% - B

· 79%-70% - C

· 69%-60% - D

· 59% and below – F

Turning In Assignments

Work will be collected by the teacher on assigned due date.  Teacher has ability to make changes to the due dates. 
Student Responsibilities After An Absence

If you are absent for any reason, you will need to make up the work you missed for credit.  You are allowed one day for every day you are absent to turn in missed work, if the assignment was not a long standing assignment. If there was any work that you missed, you can touch base with the teacher.  It is the responsibility of the student to check and turn in the missed assignments.
Late, Missing or Incomplete Assignments

Late work will go down 10% for every day it is late until it reaches 50%. You cannot get lower than 50% on any of the assignments you complete. I believe that half of the assignment is in the time and effort you spend to complete it. 

Missing work will not receive any credit and will be a zero in the grade book. You may turn in any work that is missing as long as we are still studying that concept or unit. Previous unit work will not be accepted.
Assessments:
Fourth graders take the writing assessment. This is a timed test in which students respond to either Narrative or Expository writing prompt. Using all writing mechanics is critical for this test. 
All students in grades 4 & 5 take the reading test in the spring.  This assessment measures reading comprehension.  
Communication:

Teacher can be contacted via email (preferred) or by leaving a message with Ms. Amanda in the Front Office.  Please allow 24 hours for us to respond.

Enrichment/Remediation:

Students with an IEP (Individualized Education Plan) will be given specific accommodations within the classroom and on assignments.  If you have questions or concerns about your child’s specific accommodations please email or call to make an appointment.  

Resources for Home Use:

Study Island

FCAT Explorer
Treasurevillagemontessori.com

Treasure Village Montessori nurtures a love and curiosity for learning while developing students’ abilities to be successful, contributing members of society
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Instructors:  Ms. Cathy and Ms. Hess
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