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Conchs Issue #33 

Key West High School Mission Statement 
To empower all students to maximize their potential and prepare 
them with the skills and experiences necessary to be college or ca-
reer ready and to develop those character traits that will enable 

them to be productive members of society. 

Principal Mrs. Rebecca Palomino 

 Upcoming Events     May 2025 

• May 9th— Junior/Senior Luau at Lagerheads at 8:00pm (see 

flyer in newsletter) 

• May 10th— Fashion Show in the auditorium at 7:00pm (see 

flyer in newsletter) 

• May 22nd— Senior Banquet– 6:00pm in the cafeteria, 7:00pm 

in the auditorium 

• May 23rd— Investiture practice in the auditorium at 8:00am 

and Investiture ceremony in the auditorium at 7:00pm 

• May 26th— No School 

• May 27th— Prom at Southernmost House at 7:00pm 

• May 28th— Class Night ceremony in the auditorium at 

6:00pm 

• May 29th— Graduation practice at TRMS at 6:00pm 

• May 30th— Graduation at TRMS at 8:00pm 

KWHS Social Media: 

Instagram– kwhs_news                

Facebook-Key West High School 

Athletics & Student Activities                                   

Twitter- @kwhsnews                   

Website— www.keysschools.com/kwhs 

 

Students must show their KWHS ID when entering 

the campus and when a staff member asks to see it. 

Thank you for your support and effort in keeping 

our school safe! Please see the next 3 pages for our Fortify 

Florida information. 

A huge THANK YOU to the following supporters 

who donated food to our teachers and staff: 

Smoothie Shuttle 

Goldman’s Deli 

Sister Noodle 

Sandy’s Café 

El Siboney (downtown) 

Miami Subs 

Doubletree cookies 

Mattheessen’s cookies 

Kim’s Kuban 

NJROTC—Brian Flanigan 

The Conchettes—Stacy Saunders 

Lauren Klitenick 

Leslie Johnson 

Dana Ring 

Julie Bridger 



 



 



 







 



 



 



 

Chef Rivard and the Culinary Conchs treated the Teachers to a 

wonderful lunch  of fried rice, grilled chicken and Neiman 

Marcus cake!! It was absolutely delicious!! The Culinary 

Conchs are not only talented but they are the most polite and 

delightful students ever!! 



Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Format 

June 7, 2025 May 22, 2025 May 27, 2025 Digital 

SAT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

 





 



Show your Conch Pride! 
 

 
 
What are Conch Pride Accounts? 
They are free checking accounts with Conch debit cards help raise money up to $1,000 per month for Key West High School. Keys 
FCU donates:  
$5 to KWHS for each account opened. 

• $2 to KWHS for each box of checks ordered. 

• 1% of each account holder’s debit card transactions, up to $15 per month to KWHS during specific promotional periods like 
Back to School, Spring Break and Christmas season. 

 
Conch Pride accounts include free adult and teen online & mobile financial education programs that teach them how to save 
and manage their checking account and credit history and more. 

 
Who can get a Conch Pride Checking Account? 
Conch Pride Checking Accounts and Debit Cards are perfect for KWHS students- 14 years and older, parents, teachers, staff, alum-
ni, and fans-that live or work in the Florida Keys. 

 
Where can you open a Conch Pride account?  
In Keys Federal Credit Union at 3022 N. Roosevelt Blvd. in Key Plaza, 514 Southard St., and 5300 Overseas Hwy. in Stock Island. 

 
How can KWHS raise more money? 
Create awareness of, and encourage students, staff, parents, and fans to open a Conch Pride checking account by: 

• Announce/socialize account at staff meetings, school assemblies, pep rallies, sporting events, parent encounters and in class-
rooms 

• Send flyer out in weekly newsletter and Peach jar email service 

• Hang posters and banners in school/visible areas 
Partner with Keys FCU to promote account openings at school events like open house, orienta-

tion, college fairs, graduation, sports events, meet the teacher 

• Identify promotional/sponsorship opportunities on school materials/areas 

• Circulate donation photos and information 

 

Who creates and provides the Conch Pride marketing materials?  

Keys FCU will create and provide all Conch Pride marketing materials. KWHS must distribute, 
hang, communicate, and publish them. 



Athletics 

 

KWHS Track have their STATES meet on  Friday!! 

GOOD LUCK, CONCHS!!!!!!! 

 

KWHS Varsity Softball 

plays Barron Collier in 

their Regional game!!!! 

Let’s Go, Lady 

Conchs!!!!! 
 

 



          

Class of 2025 Executive Board would like every Senior to  join!!  

Senior Class of 2025 shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s. 

  

President—  Deanna Gumarova Mercier 

Vice President— Skye Sterling 

Secretary— Pablo Anaya 

Treasurer— Jada Franco 

Historian— Alexa Condella 

 

 

Class Sponsor: Mrs. Kristen Condella 

 

 

SENIORS 

 

Class of 2026 Executive Board would like every Junior to 
join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

President— Kieran Smith 

Vice President— Emmy Jackson 

Secretary— Tamika Kelly 

Treasurer— Janelle Rodriguez 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Class sponsor: Mrs. Paula Mercer 

 

 

Student Council  
Please join Student Council to get involved in the planning of our 

pep rallies, Homecoming, student government activities, Teacher 

Appreciation and so much more!!!  

 

President— Skye Sterling 

Vice President— Chloe Blackwell 

Secretary— Maya Gray 

Treasurer— Tamika Kelly 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Student Council sponsor:  Miss Ayesha Osborne 

 

 

JUNIORS  

SOPHOMORES 

FRESHMEN 

Class of 2027 Executive Board would like every           
Sophomore to join! Class shirts can be purchased at      

Ramona’s 

President—  Jordan Greene 

Vice President—  Lily Smith 

Secretary—  Jillian Cullum 

Treasurer—  Ryleigh Harnish 

Historian—  Pilar Rivera 

 

Class Sponsor: Ms. Melissa Thomas 

Class of 2028 Executive Board would like every Freshmen 
to join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

 

President— Kaine Dickerson 

Vice President— Ben Delostrinos 

Secretary— Jalynn Morales 

Treasurer— Kaleaya Dickerson 

Historian— Hailey Morales 

 

 

Class sponsor: Miss Miranda Acevedo 

#CONCHSTRONG!! 

STAY INVOLVED!!! 







 

A Guide to Class of 2025 Senior Week  

Senior Week is a memorable week of events to recognize student achievement, perseverance, and success leading 
up to the ultimate recognition of Graduation.  The sequence of events allows students, parents, and staff to reflect, 
remember, and enjoy their Key West High journey in preparation of moving on to the next chapter of their lives.   
We hope that you can join us for all of the following events. 

Senior Banquet – Thursday, May 22nd 6:00pm in cafeteria---7:00pm in the auditorium 
  These are awards given by teachers, coaches, and sponsors for student involvement and achievement.  

Many students, including ones who do not expect it, receive some sort of recognition.  You will eat first in the 
cafeteria (food provided by your executive board) and then head over to the auditorium for the ceremony. Seniors 
will sit in the front center section of the auditorium. Majority of these awards are pins that you will put on your 
gown when you receive it. Dress is banquet attire 
 
Investitures practice – Friday, May 23rd 8:00am in the auditorium 

Investitures practice is MANDATORY for all seniors participating in any graduation ceremony. Students will 
fill out exit slips from Mrs. Estenoz which are a quick little survey of your plans after high school, then you will 
receive index cards where you will put who you want for Prom King & Queen on one side of the card and then put 
who you want to be the recipient of the Balfour Award (did the most for the class) on the other side of the card. 
We will then go over procedures for the week, practice walking in the auditorium and get your caps and gowns. 
CAPS AND GOWNS WILL NOT BE GIVEN UNLESS ALL CREDITS ARE EARNED AND CLEARED FROM DEBT LIST (school 
books, sports uniforms, library books, graduation fees). Girls may want to bring their graduation shoes so they can 
practice walking in them. Dress is comfortable causal 
 
Investitures – Friday, May 23rd 7:00pm in the auditorium 

Investitures is the ceremony in which students are officially qualified for graduation.  This is the first time 
they will wear their caps and gowns. Please remember what to wear underneath the gown: Girls-white dress or 
pants outfit (no print) and white shoes (heels, wedges, pretty sandals, Birkenstocks if needed). Boys-white button 
up shirt (short or long sleeve), black pants, black tie and black shoes. In addition to qualifying students as 
candidates for graduation, this night recognizes student leadership in major clubs (NHS, Beta, Z Club, Mu Alpha 
Theta, Student Council, Interact, and Executive Board). Pins, chords and stoles will be handed to you by the newly 
elected officers of that club. The Valedictorian and Salutatorian of the class are announced. Dress is cap and gowns 
with appropriate clothing underneath. 
 
Baccalaureate – Sunday, May 25th at 10:30am for St. Mary’s Church, 11:00am for Fifth St Baptist Church, 
and 12:30 for Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Baccalaureate is a religious service held at local churches in recognition and prayer for our graduates.  
Though not a school sponsored event, we just pass on the information so that students may participate if they so 
choose. St Mary’s holding service at 10:30am, Fifth Street Baptist will hold a service at 11:00am and Trinity 
Presbyterian Church will hold a service at 12:30pm. Graduates are welcome to participate in either service 
regardless of church membership. Dress is Cap and Gown with the appropriate attire underneath. 
 
Senior Prom – Tuesday, May 27th 7:00pm—10:00pm at the Southernmost House 

This year’s Senior Prom is at the Southernmost House. This theme is Once Upon A Time. This is for seniors 
and one guest if they elect to take one. All guests can be a freshmen, sophomore, or junior. If you are bringing an 
underclassmen, they MUST arrive with you. There is no dress code, however please wear appropriate attire. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Class Night – Wednesday, May 28th 6:00pm in the auditorium 

Class Night is a special night of impressive generosity.  Hundreds of thousands of dollars are presented to 
worthy recipients, all of whom are announced that night.  There are also scholarships that are given based on 
nominations by staff so we encourage all students to attend.  Dress at Class Night for students is Cap and 
Gown. While long, it is certainly exciting to see whose hard work has paid off!   

 
 
Graduation practice – Thursday, May 29th 6:00pm at Tommy Roberts Memorial Stadium  
 Graduation practice is MANDATORY for any student wishing to walk in Friday’s graduation ceremony. It is 
held at 6:00pm at Tommy Roberts Stadium on Kennedy Dr. Please be on time. Dress is casual, but it is suggested 
that girls bring their shoes to ensure they can walk comfortably. You will receive an index card for you to 
phonetically write your name with how you want it announced as you walk across the stage. We will then practice 
how to walk to your seat and how to walk to receive your diploma and how to walk back to your seat once you 
have received your diploma.  
 
Graduation – Friday, May 30th Seniors Line up is at 7:00pm at Tommy Roberts Memorial 
Stadium---Graduation will begin at 8:00pm 

Graduation is the ultimate goal and marks the turning of a page in many students’ lives.  Though a 
celebration, there is a tradition of formality throughout the evening.  We hope that the sanctity of this milestone is 
protected by all parties exercising appropriate graduation etiquette.  Doing so will make it all the more special for 
those involved. Dress is your cap and gown. Be to your line up by 7:00pm because the ceremony will begin 
promptly at 8:00pm. There are no tickets, all family is welcomed.  

 
Appropriate clothing for under the cap and gown: 

 
Boys—white button up shirt, black tie, black pants, black shoes (no crocs) 

Girls—white clothing (no color), white shoes (no crocs) 
 

Graduation Details 
• Diplomas will be available for pick-up in the KWHS Front Office after June 2nd  

 
• Only the graduate can pick up their diploma (they must sign for it). 

 

Elementary Walks (dress is cap and gown) 
   Big Pine Academy  Wednesday, May 28th at 9:30am 
   May Sands Montessori  Wednesday, May 28th at 10:00am 

Grace Lutheran   Wednesday, May 28th at 12:30pm 
   Montessori   Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00pm 

Sigsbee Elementary  Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00pm 
Sugarloaf School   Wednesday, May 28th at 1:30pm 

   HOB    Wednesday, May 28th at 2:00pm 
   Gerald Adams Elementary  Thursday, May 29th at 8:30am 
   Basilica School   Thursday, May 29th at 11:00am 
   Poinciana Elementary   Thursday, May 29th at 1:00pm 

 



Class of 2025---Senior Week 

Thursday, May 22 @6pm—SENIOR BANQUET 
• Location: KWHS Cafeteria > Auditorium 
• Dinner is provided by Senior Executive Board @6pm 
• Awards start at 7pm 

o Awards are given by teachers, coaches, and sponsors for student involvement and achievement 
o Dress for Senior Banquet is informal 

 
Friday, May 23 @ 8am—INVESTITURES PRACTICE (MANDATORY for ALL Seniors) 

• Location: KWHS Auditorium 
• Light breakfast will be provided for seniors 
• Review of Senior Events & Expectations 
• Vote for Prom King & Queen and Balfour recipient 
• Practice walking & line up for Graduation 
• Seniors Girls should bring the shoes they plan to wear for Graduation 
• Ensure you are cleared from the debt list 
• Seniors will receive their Cap & Gown 

 
Friday, May 23 @ 7pm – INVESTITURES  (Students should arrive no later than 6:30pm) 

• Location: KWHS Auditorium 
• Seniors should arrive early and they MUST wear Cap & Gown 
• Investitures is a ceremony in which students are officially qualified for graduation. This night also recognizes student 

leadership in major clubs (NHS, Beta, Z Club, Mu Alpha Theta, Student Council, Interact, and Executive Board).  
• Valedictorian and Salutatorian of the class are announced 

 
Sunday, May 25@ 10:30am – BACCALAUREATE 

• Location: St. Mary’s Church 
• Seniors must wear cap & gown 
• This is a religious ceremony held at local churches in recognition and prayer for our graduates.  
• Graduates are welcome to participate in either service regardless of church membership.  

 
Sunday, May 25 @ 11am – BACCALAUREATE 

• Location: Fifth Street Baptist Church 
• Seniors must wear cap & gown 
• This is a religious ceremony held at local churches in recognition and prayer for our graduates.  
• Graduates are welcome to participate in either service regardless of church membership.  

 
 
Sunday, May 25 @ 12:30pm – BACCALAUREATE 

• Location: Trinity Presbyterian Church 
• Seniors must wear cap & gown 
• This is a religious ceremony held at local churches in recognition and prayer for our graduates.  
• Graduates are welcome to participate in either service regardless of church membership.  

 
 
Tuesday, May 27 @ 7pm – PROM 

• Location: Southernmost House 
• Theme is Once Upon A Time 
• This is for Senior’s only and one guest if they elect to take one. Guests must be MCSD students and non KWHS dates 

required administrative approval. 
• Cost is $25 
• Dress attire is Formal 

 
 
Wednesday, May 28 @ 6pm – CLASS NIGHT   (Students should arrive no later than 5:30pm) 

• Location: KWHS Auditorium 
• Seniors must wear cap & gown 
• A special night of impressive generosity. Hundreds of thousands of dollars are presented to worthy recipients, all of 

whom are announced this night.  
 

 



Class of 2025---Senior Week 

Thursday, May 29 @ 6pm – GRADUATION PRACTICE (MANDATORY in order to walk) 
• Location: Tommy Roberts Memorial Stadium 
• Senior GIRLS should bring and wear their graduation shoes 
• Please wear comfortable clothes as it is hot while we are practicing 
• Students will write their names phonetically on index cards to be read at graduation 

 
 

Friday, May 30 @ 8pm – GRADUATION 
• Location: Tommy Roberts Memorial Stadium 
• Seniors must arrive at 7:00pm and WEAR CAP & GOWN 
• Graduation is the ultimate goal and marks the turning of a page in many students’ lives. Though a celebration, there 

is a tradition of formality throughout the evening. We hope the sanctity of this milestone is protected by all parties 
exercising appropriate graduation etiquette.  

• All families are welcomed, NO tickets are needed 
• Students/Parents will be informed of any weather related changes as that information becomes available. You can 

expect notifications to be made on the day of graduation.  
 
Friday, May 30 @ 10pm—OPERATION GRADUATION 

• Location: KWHS 
• Seniors report to KWHS between 10:00-10:30 
• Seniors are provided a night filled with activities, fun and a chance to win prizes!! 

 
 

SENIOR WEEK DRESS CODE (when wearing Cap & Gown) 
Girls: White Dress (no print), White Dress Shoes 
Boys: White Shirt, Black Dress Pants, Black Socks, Black Shoes, Black Tie 
 
 
 

Elementary Walks (dress is cap and gown) 
   Big Pine Academy  Wednesday, May 28th at 9:30am 
   May Sands Montessori  Wednesday, May 28th at 10:00am 

Grace Lutheran   Wednesday, May 28th at 12:30pm 
   Montessori   Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00pm 

Sigsbee Elementary  Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00pm 
Sugarloaf School   Wednesday, May 28th at 1:30pm 

   HOB    Wednesday, May 28th at 2:00pm 
   Gerald Adams Elementary  Thursday, May 29th at 8:30am 
   Basilica School   Thursday, May 29th at 11:00am 
   Poinciana Elementary   Thursday, May 29th at 1:00pm 

 
    
        
 
 
 

Other Important Information: 
o Diploma pickups will be available after June 2nd in the KWHS Front Office  
o Yearbooks should be picked up with Ms. Kinnune 
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