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Conchs Issue #22 

Key West High School Mission Statement 
To empower all students to maximize their potential and prepare 
them with the skills and experiences necessary to be college or ca-
reer ready and to develop those character traits that will enable 

them to be productive members of society. 

Principal Mrs. Rebecca Palomino 

 Upcoming Events     feb 2025 

 February 14th— No School—Professional Day 

 February 17th— No School—President’s Day 

 

KWHS Social Media: 

Instagram– kwhs_news                

Facebook-Key West High School 

Athletics & Student Activities                                   

Twitter- @kwhsnews                   

Website— www.keysschools.com/kwhs 

 

Students must show their KWHS ID when entering 

the campus and when a staff member asks to see it. 

Thank you for your support and effort in keeping 

our school safe! Please see the next 3 pages for our Fortify 

Florida information. 

 

Noah Mercer broke the discus school record at 

the Track meet on Thursday. Police Officer, 

Jack Gruba, the previous record holder and   

Noah's throwing coach, was there to             

congratulate him! Way to go, Noah!!  



 



 



 









The SNAPPER is the school   

newspaper. It has been around for 

over 100 years. We have gone    

digital due to print costs. The link 

to the SNAPPER is      

kwhsthesnapper.org.  

 



 
KWHS celebrating curriculum night 

Showcase!! 



 

Kwhs 

Appreciates 

our school 

Resource  

Officers 

 

Malgrat  

& 

Caldwell 



 
 

 

Attention Seniors!! 

If you are interested 

in purchasing the 

Senior Panoramic 

picture they just took 

last week, please 

scan the red QR code 

to the left. 

 

The KWHS Trial Team 
reigns as Judicial District 
16 Champions. They       
argued two rounds         
yesterday against Coral 
Shores and came 
out on top. Way to 
go, Conchs!! 



 

 

 

 

Kwhs’ school counselors rocK!!!! 

Senior counselor 

Mrs. Caitlin    

nicklaus 

Junior counselor 

Mrs. Jennifer    

bassett 

Sophomor          

counselor 

Ms. Linda missert 

School CAPS  

Counselor 

Mrs. Lydia estenoz 



 

KWHS welcomed 8th graders from the middle schools in the Lower Keys on 
February 3, 2025. 

A presentation of what to expect at KWHS was provided, followed by a tour of 
the campus, overview of available Career & Technical Education (CTE) path-
ways, and a mini pep rally featuring the KWHS Marching Conchs, Cheer team 
and Conchettes.  

The 8th graders learned about expectations and opportunities for athletics, stu-
dent activities and more.  Please find the link to the presentation and student 
testimonials using the link below or copy and paste the web address. 

***Students will complete the Elective Selection form provided by their middle school. Please consult the 2025-
2026 Curriculum Guide for further explanations of each course available freshman year. 

KWHS School Counselors will be visiting each middle school the week of 
February 17th-20th to collect forms and meet with students.  

Presentation Video: https://youtu.be/knZiEc1XNls 

 

 

 

All senior vaccine records have been reviewed 
for the class of 2025, the seniors will have     
received their information by Friday (if they 
haven’t, it may be due to absences and please 
have them come to the KWHS Clinic.) We are 
offering a vaccine clinic by the Monroe County 
Health Department on the morning of March 
27th, if your senior if missing the                    
Meningococcal (meningitis vaccine) which is 
mandatory for most colleges and universities 
they can receive it then as well as recommended 
vaccines such as Hep A and HPV. If you have 
questions, please call the clinic at 305-293-1549 
ext 54311. Permission slips for this vaccine    
opportunity must be returned to the nurse by 
March 10th.  *There will be no out of pocket 
cost regardless of insurance status. You also can 
contact your pediatrician or medical provider 
about getting these vaccines at their office. The 
QR code below will take you to the information 
sheets on the vaccines. 

 

 

go conchs!!! 

https://youtu.be/knZiEc1XNls


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jack Bridger is a      
sophomore student at 
Key West High School 
who has accomplished a 
phenomenal feat, not 
once, but twice.  Jack 
achieved a perfect score 
on the Math section of 
the PSAT test last year 
and again this year.  A 
quiet young man, his 
academic prowess 
speaks for itself, with a 
weighted GPA of 4.345 
and a rigorous course 
load including several Advanced Placement courses, 
even Precalc usually taken by upper classmen.  This 
summer, he has his sights set on participating in  
various leadership programs to increase his footprint 
in the STEM world – Economics for Leaders and the 
Program in Mathematics for Young Scientists.  He 
leads with quiet confidence, scoring in the top .07% 
in the United States on the math section of the PSAT
-10. Jack Bridger impresses us all with a perfect 
score, his academic tenacity and his leadership.  He 
has created several great educational moments and 
he is honored with this GEMS. 

The Key West Chamber of Commerce Education       
Committee is proud to support the talented young         
designers at Key West High School! Through our        

sponsorship, 16 designers received $250 each to bring 
their fashion show visions to life. Additionally, we        
donated $1,000 to the KWHS culinary class to help      

provide delicious food for the event.  These funds come 
from the Chamber’s YEA! (Young Entrepreneurs       

Academy) program, reinforcing our commitment to      
nurturing young talent in our community. 

Horace O’Bryant School, Key West High School 
and Sugarloaf School Earn Purple Star Award-
Captain Beth Regoli and her team were on hand 
along with Superintendent Axford and Chair 
Conn presented the Purple Star Awards and 
Flags. To support the unique needs of military 
families, help military-connected students      
navigate critical challenges, and provide         
resources for military-connected students when 
transitioning to a new school environment, the 
Florida Purple Star School of Distinction has 
recognized three Monroe County District 
Schools. These schools have made a significant 
commitment to supporting military families and 
students of servicemen and women.To qualify 
for this distinction, schools must meet specific 
requirements designed to support the unique 
needs facing military students and families. 
These requirements include having a dedicated 
section on the school's website for military    
families, appointing a military liaison to support 
military students and parents as they 
navigate a new school, and             
celebrating military students in many 
ways. 







 

Mrs. Tara Jackson’s Human Body Systems students dissected 
sheep lungs/heart combos (called plucks) today, to discover just 
how interconnected the cardiovascular and respiratory systems 
are.  They found the spot where the trachea branches out to the 

bronchi where air is delivered—and then pushed air through 
them to watch the lungs inflate at the alveoli. 

Girls Rock!! 

Freshmen girls  

enjoying their 

Chess Club time!! 

 

Congratulations to the following students 

for passing their ESB Certification!! This 

is an incredible achievement!! Each     

student will receive a                            

$300 VISA gift card!!  

Victoria Gray, Ava Mullins, Sophia Nafrere, Janelle      

Rodriguez, Avery Batty, Coral Bellingham, Emily Gomez, 

Lilly Good, Makaela Jones, Anaiya Marius, Callie 

McCain, Angie Soto Ayala, Mia Reilly, Victoria Bruno, 

Ryleigh Harnish, Nevaeh Key, Ava Rivera, Catherine Van 

Staden, Manuela Vargas, Caroline Aviles, Anchie          

Corriolan, Rutchena Dervil, Nahomi Espinoza-Salgado, 

Jayleigh Hand, Daniella Sedano, Kenderline Baez-Landa, 

Cassandra Camungay, Anna McKenzie, and Sophia Perez 



Key West High School was honored with a banner and 
plaque for 100 years of accreditation.  Mike Andrews, 
from Cognia, was on hand in the afternoon to present the 
banner to the staff in celebration of the outstanding      
accomplishment. He then attended the school board  
meeting and was joined by Superintendent Axford and 
Chair Conn to share the distinction of the 100 years 
award and presented Principal Palomino with an award.  

In 1895, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools was recognized by the Department of Education 
to oversee the accreditation of public and private degree-granting institutions. In 1924, Key West High 
School earned its first accreditation, signifying that it met the rigorous standards set forth by the agency. 
Over the years, various accrediting agencies came together to create a single, comprehensive organization 
dedicated to advancing the quality of education for students worldwide. 

The accreditation process includes school site visits by 
trained team members who delve into all aspects of a 
school, from academics and operations to assessment data. 
Recommendations for commendation and improvement are 
among the guidelines for a school's growth. Over the past 
20 years, the Monroe County School District (MCSD) has 
become an accredited district, with all ten public schools 
earning the distinction from Cognia, the new organization. 

Today, we celebrate Key West High School's 100th        
Anniversary of Accreditation! This honor is a testament to 
the tenacity, hard work, and dedication of 100 years of   
faculties, administrators, and community support. It is 
proudly accepted by current principal Rebecca Palomino 
and her staff, who continue to uphold the high ideals of 
Cognia and accreditation. 



KWHS HOPE classes received a grant for approximately $3000 that 
included the purchase of 5 blood pressure monitors, 5 smart scales, 
and 31 heart rate monitors. Approximately 120 HOPE students took 

their blood pressure and heart rate while learning the difference     
between systolic and diastolic pressures.  They also learned the    

dangers of high blood pressure and the habits that can help reduce 
risks of hypertension. 

Valentine's Day brought an origami 
challenge to Mrs. Rech's AVID 2 
classes today! At this point in the 

year, students often feel the weight 
of increased rigor in their core     

classes, which can be overwhelming. 
To take a mindful break while        

reinforcing valuable skills, students 
followed a step-by-step video to   

create origami hearts. At first, moans 
of frustration filled the room, but 

with patience and persistence, those 
groans turned into triumphant shouts 

of, "I did it!" This simple yet      
powerful activity served as a          

reminder that patience, practice, and 
perseverance can turn challenges   

into successes both in academics and 
in life. 



 
 



Test Date Registration Deadline Late Registration Format 

March 8, 2025 February 21, 2025 February 25, 2025 Digital 

May 3, 2025 April 18, 2025 April 22, 2025 Digital 

June 7, 2025 May 22, 2025 May 27, 2025 Digital 

SAT Test Dates and Registration Deadlines 

 

Key West Fire Academy 
conducted fire extinguisher 
training at Station 3. The 
training covered several  

topics including the different 
types of fires, appropriate 

fire extinguisher usage, and 
handling techniques in  

emergency situations. It was 
a hands-on experience where 

the students had the          
opportunity to practice using 

fire extinguishers in          
simulated fire scenarios. The 
instructors provided detailed 
guidance on the proper use 

of extinguishers,              
emphasizing the importance 
of quick and effective action 

in containing fires. 





 



Show your Conch Pride! 
 

 
 
What are Conch Pride Accounts? 
They are free checking accounts with Conch debit cards help raise money up to $1,000 per month for Key West High School. Keys 
FCU donates:  
$5 to KWHS for each account opened. 

• $2 to KWHS for each box of checks ordered. 

• 1% of each account holder’s debit card transactions, up to $15 per month to KWHS during specific promotional periods like 
Back to School, Spring Break and Christmas season. 

 
Conch Pride accounts include free adult and teen online & mobile financial education programs that teach them how to save 
and manage their checking account and credit history and more. 

 
Who can get a Conch Pride Checking Account? 
Conch Pride Checking Accounts and Debit Cards are perfect for KWHS students- 14 years and older, parents, teachers, staff, alum-
ni, and fans-that live or work in the Florida Keys. 

 
Where can you open a Conch Pride account?  
In Keys Federal Credit Union at 3022 N. Roosevelt Blvd. in Key Plaza, 514 Southard St., and 5300 Overseas Hwy. in Stock Island. 

 
How can KWHS raise more money? 
Create awareness of, and encourage students, staff, parents, and fans to open a Conch Pride checking account by: 

• Announce/socialize account at staff meetings, school assemblies, pep rallies, sporting events, parent encounters and in class-
rooms 

• Send flyer out in weekly newsletter and Peach jar email service 

• Hang posters and banners in school/visible areas 
Partner with Keys FCU to promote account openings at school events like open house, orienta-

tion, college fairs, graduation, sports events, meet the teacher 

• Identify promotional/sponsorship opportunities on school materials/areas 

• Circulate donation photos and information 

 

Who creates and provides the Conch Pride marketing materials?  

Keys FCU will create and provide all Conch Pride marketing materials. KWHS must distribute, 
hang, communicate, and publish them. 



Athletics 

 

KWHS Boys Lacrosse 

played on Tuesday 

against Florida   

Christian and John 

Carroll on Saturday! 

Go Boys!!!! 

KWHS Girls       

Lacrosse play on 

Saturday against 

Calvary Christian! 

 

Go Girls!!! 

The KWHS Boys Wrestling 

have a meet on Wednesday! 

 

Girls Wrestling have a     

meet on Thursday!! 

                      

Lets go, Conchs!!! 

 

KWHS Track Team have a 

meet on Thursday!! Go Conchs 

KWHS JV Baseball 

played on Monday 

against Coral Shores! 

 

KWHS Varsity play 

ABF Homestead on 

Friday and Saturday!! 

 

Let’s Play Ball, 

Conchs!! 



          

Class of 2025 Executive Board would like every Senior to  join!!  

Senior Class of 2025 shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s. 

  

President—  Deanna Gumarova Mercier 

Vice President— Skye Sterling 

Secretary— Pablo Anaya 

Treasurer— Jada Franco 

Historian— Alexa Condella 

 

 

Class Sponsor: Mrs. Kristen Condella 

 

 

SENIORS 

 

Class of 2026 Executive Board would like every Junior to 
join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

President— Kieran Smith 

Vice President— Emmy Jackson 

Secretary— Tamika Kelly 

Treasurer— Janelle Rodriguez 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Class sponsor: Mrs. Paula Mercer 

 

 

Student Council  
Please join Student Council to get involved in the planning of our 

pep rallies, Homecoming, student government activities, Teacher 

Appreciation and so much more!!!  

 

President— Skye Sterling 

Vice President— Chloe Blackwell 

Secretary— Maya Gray 

Treasurer— Tamika Kelly 

Historian— Prometheus Delacerda 

 

Student Council sponsor:  Miss Ayesha Osborne 

 

 

JUNIORS  

SOPHOMORES 

FRESHMEN 

Class of 2027 Executive Board would like every           
Sophomore to join! Class shirts can be purchased at      

Ramona’s 

President—  Jordan Greene 

Vice President—  Lily Smith 

Secretary—  Jillian Cullum 

Treasurer—  Ryleigh Harnish 

Historian—  Pilar Rivera 

 

Class Sponsor: Ms. Melissa Thomas 

Class of 2028 Executive Board would like every Freshmen 
to join! Class shirts can be purchased at Ramona’s 

 

President— Kaine Dickerson 

Vice President— Ben Delostrinos 

Secretary— Jalynn Morales 

Treasurer— Kaleaya Dickerson 

Historian— Hailey Morales 

 

 

Class sponsor: Miss Miranda Acevedo 

#CONCHSTRONG!! 

STAY INVOLVED!!! 



Prepare & File Your Taxes For FREE!

If Your Household Income Was Less Than
$67,000 In 2024, You Can

What To Bring:
FREE Tax Preparation Services Provided By IRS-Certified Volunteer Tax Preparers.

For married filing joint, both spouses must be present
Photo identification for you and your spouse (if married)
Social Security cards or Individual Taxpayer Identification
Number documents for you, your spouse, and dependents
Birth dates for you, your spouse, and dependents
A blank check for deposit of refund

A copy of last year’s tax return
All Forms W-2, 1098, and 1099
Forms 1095-A, B or C (ACA Statements)
Information for other income
Information for all deductions/credits

Big Pine Key
Community Center
(Winn-Dixie Plaza)
179 Key Deer Blvd

Thursday, Mar 6
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Marathon
Marathon Library

3490 Overseas Hwy
Wednesdays: Feb 5, 12, 19, 26;

Mar 5, 12, 19, 26; Apr 2, 9
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Islamorada
Islamorada Library

81830 Overseas Hwy
Thursday, Feb 13
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Key Largo
Key Largo Library

101485 Overseas Hwy
Thursdays: Feb 27; Mar 13

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

For Additional Assistance 
Visit: www.uwcollierkeys.org/vita
Call: 305-563-1470
Email: VITA@uwcollierkeys.org

Key West
Harvey Government Center

(Board of County
Commissioners Meeting Room)

1200 Truman Ave
Tuesdays: Feb 4, 11, 18, 25;
Mar 4, 11, 18, 25; Apr 1, 8, 15

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

No Appointment
Necessary!



¡Preparar Y Declarar Sus Umpuestos GRATIS!

Si Los Ingresos De Su Hogar Fueron Menos
De $67,000 En El 2024, Usted Puede

Que Traer

Servicios GRATUITOS De Preparación De Impuestos Proporcionados
Por Preparadores De Impuestos Voluntarios Certificados Por El IRS.

Big Pine Key
Centro Comunitario

(Winn-Dixie Plaza)
Bulevar Key Deer 179

Jueves 6 de Marzo
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Maratón
Biblioteca de Maratón

3490 Overseas Hwy
Miércoles: 5, 12, 19, 26 de Febrero;

5, 12, 19, 26 de Marzo; 2 y 9 de Abril
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Islamorada
Biblioteca de
Islamorada

81830 Overseas Hwy
Jueves 13 de Febrero

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Key Largo
Biblioteca de Key Largo

101485 Overseas Hwy
Jueves: 27 de Febrero;

13 de Marzo
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Key West
Centro de Gobierno Harvey
(Sala de reuniones de la Junta de

Comisionados del Condado)
Avenida Truman 1200
Los siguientes Martes
Febrero 4, 11, 18, y 25;
Marzo 4, 11, 18, y 25;

Abril 1, 8 y 15 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

¡No Es Necesario
Hacer Cita!

Para casados   que presentan una declaración
conjunta, ambos cónyuges deben estar presentes
Identificación con fotografía para usted y su
cónyuge (si está casado)
Tarjetas de Seguro Social o documentos de Número
de Identificación Personal del Contribuyente (ITIN)
para usted, su cónyuge y sus dependientes
Fechas de nacimiento para usted, su cónyuge y sus
dependientes

Un cheque en blanco para depósito directo de
reembolso
Una copia de la declaración de impuestos del
año pasado
Todos los formularios W-2, 1098 y 1099
Formularios 1095-A, B o C (Declaraciones ACA)
Información para otros ingresos
Información para todas las
deducciones/créditos

Para Asistencia Adicional
Visita: www.uwcollierkeys.org/vita
Llame al: 305-563-1470
Correo electrónico: VITA@uwcollierkeys.org



Prepare Ak Ranpli Taks Ou Pou GRATIS!

Si Revni Kay Ou A Te Mwens Pase $67,000 An 2024, Ou Kapab

Kisa Pou W Pote:
Sèvis Preparasyon Taks GRATIS IRS Ki Sètifye Volontè Preparatè Taks Yo Ofri.

Pou Asistans Adisyonèl
Vizite: www.uwcollierkeys.org/vita
Rele: 305-563-1470
Imèl: VITA@uwcollierkeys.org

Big Pine Key
Sant Kominotè

(Winn-Dixie Plaza)
179 Key Deer Blvd

Jedi, 6 Mas
2:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.

Marathon
Bibliyotèk Marathon
3490 Overseas Hwy

Mèkredi: 5, 12, 19, 26 Fevriye;
5, 12, 19, 26 mas; 2 Avril, 9

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Islamorada
Bibliyotèk Islamorada
81830 Overseas Hwy

Jedi 13 Fevriye
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Key Largo
Bibliyotèk Key Largo
101485 Overseas Hwy
Jedi: 27 Fevriye; 13 Mas

10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Key West
Harvey Government Center

(Sal reyinyon Konsèy
Komisyonè Konte yo)

1200 Truman Ave
Madi: 4, 11, 18, 25 Fevriye;

4, 11, 18, 25 Mas; 1ye, 8, 15 Avril
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Pa Gen Randevou
Ki Nesesè!

Pou depoze ansanm marye, tou de mari oswa
madanm yo dwe prezan
Foto idantifikasyon pou ou menm ak mari oswa
madanm ou (si marye)
Kat Sekirite Sosyal oswa dokiman Nimewo
Idantifikasyon Endividyèl Taxpayer pou oumenm,
mari oswa madanm ou, ak moun ki depandan yo

Dat nesans pou ou, mari oswa madanm ou, ak depandan yo
Yon chèk vid pou depo ranbousman
Yon kopi deklarasyon taks ane pase a
Tout Fòm W-2, 1098, ak 1099
Fòm 1095-A, B oswa C (Deklarasyon ACA)
Enfòmasyon pou lòt revni
Enfòmasyon pou tout dediksyon/kredi
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