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Best Practices





The First Few Weeks of School





To ensure effective use of Riverdeep courseware as an instructional tool, and to allow time for import of current students, use the first few weeks of school to orient students to Riverdeep:





Teach students log-in procedures


Identify strategy for storage/retrieval of log-in information (e.g., index cards, popsicle sticks).


Allow multiple opportunities to practice logging in; especially for younger students.


Remind students to always log-out properly.





Model expectations


Model how to interact with the courseware (e.g., following spoken instructions; looking for highlighted prompts; use of student log books, story maps or other teacher-created materials).


Model comprehension skills, clicking on prompts in stories.





Allow students to access content via the Explore button on their home page


Direct students to the appropriate course, then let them explore on their own.


Encourage students to reflect on the content they have explored (e.g., summarize in a journal).





Present content to students in small and/or whole group


Select a lesson that shows a concept students already know.  Move to what they do not know while integrating new concepts in small increments.


Teach navigation bars (e.g., go on arrows, pause) and tools.


Review content from previous year to reinforce mastered skills.





Planning for instruction


Preview content so you are familiar with what you are assigning.


Create/save activities based on your curriculum and/or standards.


Map out activity/test assignment.





These simple strategies could help mean the difference between those students we sometimes refer to as “Happy Clickers” and those students who are participating in a meaningful, instructional activity.








